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2.   00-0171, Response to comment 98-0483/5 …

This proposal responds to 98-0483/5, which says:

       Page 194,  SPECIAL-NAMES, 12.2.6.3, GR 6 m (and throughout 12.2.6.3): 

The term "the ordinal number of a character within the native character set" is used throughout this section.

a.   Is this the ordinal position of a character within the native character set according to the native collating sequence, which may or may not be based on the binary encoding values of the characters and may not be known until run time.  The native collating sequence (as far as I can tell) can be locale sensitive.

b.   A related issue is the handling of the THROUGH phrase (GR 6-m-5 page 194).  What collation is assumed for identifying "consecutive" characters in the THROUGH phrase?   Also the THROUGH phrase (GR 11 page 195) talks about "contiguous" characters.  "Contiguous" in what sense? 

c.   If, by native collating sequence, we mean the collating sequence based on the binary values of the character encoding values, we need to say so (but need to go over all the reference to native collating sequence to make sure the references are appropriate).

DISCUSSION:

My earlier assessment that no change is needed was too-hastily made.  These are questions I cannot answer from the draft.

a.   I do not find the answer to "a" (meaning of ordinal position) in the draft.  The literal phrase of an alphabet works only when each character in the native character set has a unique ordinal position.  I did not find this stated in the draft, but it has to be true and it had to be true for COBOL 85.

· This proposal adds  words to that effect, but I do not consider it a substantive change.

b.   "Contiguous" is the wrong word.  It should probably say something like "characters in ascending sequence in the native collating sequence".

· This proposal adds such words, which I do not consider a substantive change.

c.   My opinion is that we need only say that the native collating sequence is defined by the implementor -- we already say that for the "computer's coded character set", which I think is the same.

· This proposal links native and computer's coded character set terminology.

MEETING 223:
00-0171 was reviewed and J4 decided that gr 7) m), 1.a was not the best place for update because the term "ordinal position" applies to other rules as well.  Minor editorial modifications were made and the author was requested to update the proposal after the printing of CD 1.8 so that it would be easier to place the change.

PROPOSED CHANGES:
1. Page 197, 12.2.6.3, SPECIAL-NAMES, add the following as a new general rule 6:

"The implementor shall define the order of characters within the native alphanumeric coded character set and the native national coded character set, associating each character with an ordinal position within the character set."

{the term "native … character set" is in the definitions section}

2. Page 211, 12.2.6.3, SPECIAL-NAMES, general rule 7) m), 5, change "contiguous" to "consecutive" (two occurrences)

{The dictionary meaning of consecutive --  following one another in uninterrupted order  -- should avoid the confusion caused by the word "contiguous".}

3. Page 680, B.1, Implementor-defined language element list, add the following in alphabetical order:

"ALPHABET clause (ordinal number of characters in the native coded character sets).   This item is required.  This item shall be documented in the implementor's user documentation.  (SPECIAL-NAMES, general rule 6)"

OPEN ISSUES:   

None
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